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Introduction to Himachal Pradesh 

Himachal Pradesh is situated in the heart of Western Himalayas with altitude varying from 300 

meters to 7000 meters. It covers a geographical area of 55, 673 square kilometers, which is about 1.82 

per cent of India's total area. Nature has endowed Himachal Pradesh with a wide range of agro-climatic 

conditions, which make it suitable for growing wide range of field and fruit crops. It comprises of four 

zones viz., Low hills subtropical (16% TGA), Mid hills sub-humid (21% TGA), High hills wet temperate 

(24% TGA) and High hills dry temperate (39% TGA) zones.  The state is divided into 12 districts and 

75 Tehsils for the administrative purposes. The mainstay of the people in the state is agriculture on which 

67 percent population still depends. The marginal and small farmers possess 86.4 per cent of the total 

land holdings. The cultivated area in the state is only 11 percent. Because of hilly topography, the terraced 

cultivation is usually practiced in the State. About 80 % of its cultivated area is rainfed. Total area under 

food grains, fruits, apple, vegetables, floriculture, organic farming and tea is 790, 231, 113, 72, 0.6, 22 

and 2.3 thousand hectares. There is a variety of field crops grown in the State viz., rice, wheat, maize, 

groundnut, soybean, sunflower, mustard, toria, urd, beans, moong, rajmash, gram, lentil, cash crops like 

seed potato, off-season vegetables and ginger, while fruits grown in the State are apple, mango, orange, 

pear, plum, peach, lime, litchi, apricot, galgal, pomegranate, etc. 

Major Opportunities in Himachal Pradesh for sustainable agriculture are as follows:  

• Diverse agro-climatic conditions viz., sub-humid tropical (elevation 350-1000 m), warm and 

temperate (elevation 1001-1500 m), cool and temperate (elevation 1,501-2,500 m), and cold alpine 

and glacial (elevation 2,501- 6,975 m).  

• Distinctive floral and faunal biodiversity having aesthetic, cultural, commercial and genetic values. 

the State harbours 3,256 floral species & 5,721 faunal species. 

• 67 percent population depends on agriculture. 

• Organic agriculture by default 

• Crop diversification including wheat, maize, rice, barley, seed-potato, ginger, vegetables, vegetable 

seeds, mushrooms, chicory seeds, hops, olives, and fig.  

• Apple State of India  

• Known for quality tea production 

• A long list of underutilized food plants in the State 

• 1st State to formulate “Policy for the Registration and Protection of Geographical Indications of 

Goods”. H.P Patent Information Centre files application on behalf of any association of persons, 

producers & organizations 

• Important GIs include Chamba rumal,  Kangra paintings, Kangra tea, Kinnauri shawl, Kullu shawl, 

Karsog Kulth, Chamba Metal Crafts, Thangi of Pangi, Rajmah of Bharmour, and Chamba Chukh. 

• Enhancing efficiency of production, processing and marketing of food and animal products using 

latest technologies 

• High value and low volume crops (Kalazeera, Saffron, Kuth, heeng (asafoetida), etc). 

•  Off-season vegetables (Pea, Cabbage, Capsicum, Cauliflower, Tomato, French beans) 

•  Forest-based products - medicinal and aromatic plants (MAPs) like Salam Panja, Patish, Karu, 

Rattanjot, Somlata, etc.  

• Organic/ natural farming products 

• Niche based animal production (fishes, Pahari cows, Gaddi dogs, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

About Him Palam RKVY-RAFTAAR Agri-Business Incubator 

 

Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya (CSKHPKV) was 

established on 1st November, 1978. The University has four constituent colleges, viz. College of 

Agriculture with 13 departments, Dr. GC Negi College of Veterinary & Animal Sciences with18 

departments, the College of Community Science with five departments and the College of Basic Sciences 

with four departments. Besides, It has three Regional Research Stations, ten Research Sub-stations and 

eight KVKs situated in four agro-climatic zones of the State. The Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

has ranked this University at eleventh place among all farm universities of the country.  Over the 

years, this University has contributed significantly in transforming the farm scenario of Himachal 

Pradesh. The university has contributed largely to the State for receiving the “Krishikarman award” of 

Government of India in food-grain production, four times in row. The University has developed and 

released 155 improved varieties of different crops for the different regions of the State. To enhance crop 

and animal productivity, the University has developed more than 100 technologies in the areas of crop 

improvement, animal breeding, disease combating, natural resources management, etc.  For doubling 

the farmers’ income by 2022 as envisaged by the government, twenty farm-based models have been 

formulated and shared with the agriculture and animal husbandry departments of the State Government. 

To promote innovation and entrepreneurship development in agriculture and allied sectors the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has established an Agri-Business Incubator under 

Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana - Remunerative Approaches for Agriculture and Allied Sector 

Rejuvenation (RKVY-RAFTAAR) scheme during 2018-19. Enhancing contribution of agriculture to the 

GDO and creating more job providers as compared to job seekers are the main agenda of the RKVY-

RAFTAAR scheme. This incubator is known as Him Palam RKVY-RAFTAAR Agri-Business Incubator 

(Him Palam R-ABI) of CSKHPKV. The mission of Him Palam R-ABI) is to bring agricultural prosperity 

in North-West Himalayas through innovation and entrepreneurship. An agricultural value chain 

comprises of Producers (who grow crops and raise animals) at one end, Consumers (who eat, drink, wear 

and use the final products) at the other end and thousands of men and women, and small and large 

businesses in the middle). Him Palam R-ABI is committed to promote innovation and entrepreneurship 

among students/ youth of India in general and of Himachal Pradesh in specific. It will focus on nurturing 

innovative early-stage enterprises that have high growth potential to become competitive agribusinesses. 

It may include commercialization of scientific agro-technologies, seed ventures (seed production, 

processing, and marketing), innovative ventures (based on proprietary products or novel services with 

good market potential), farm ventures (Integrated farming system, Natural/Contract/ precision farming, 

etc.), agri-biotech ventures, supply chain management ventures, etc. 

 

Vision 

 Providing high-quality incubation services to agri-startups of hill agro-ecosystems.  

 

Mission 

Promoting innovation and entrepreneurship in agriculture and allied sectors as per the guidelines 

of Government of India. 

  

Objectives of Him Palam R-ABI 

i) To achieve ''Lab to Land'' by dissemination of new technology /varieties to farmers through 

promoting a culture of Agri startups. 

ii) Identifying and adopting technologies appropriate for specific agribusiness enterprises. 



 

iii) Identifying and motivating entrepreneurs in agribusiness enterprises, frequently in rural areas. 

iv) Building commercial conduits in the form of value chains which integrate new value creating 

activities in rural and urban spaces.  

v) To promote innovation, entrepreneurship and business creation in agriculture and allied sector 

by skill development, capacity building and technology scale up. 

vi) To build a vibrant agri-startup ecosystem, by establishing a network between academia, financial 

institutions, industries and other related institutions. 

 

Focus Areas 

 

 
 

Project staff  

 

SN Post sanctioned Name of the official in position Remarks 

1. Assistant Manager Mr Shakiv Pandit Holding additional charge of BM 

2. Business Executive Mr. Vikas Kumar  

3. Office Assistant Mr. Babli Kumar  
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Main activities/ programmes of the Him Palam R-ABI 

 Basic function of the Incubator is to provide handholding support to budding entrepreneur 

depending upon their requirement/ startup development phase   

 

 
  

 



 

Broadly, Him Palam R-ABI comprises of following two programmes: 

I. Him-Utkarsh programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programme comprises of Seed Stage Funding as grant-in-aid to Startups. This seed stage 

funding will be available to incubatees who are incubated at the R-ABI. Under this, financial assistance 

of a maximum of Rs. 25 lakhs will be granted to potential startups that have a minimum viable product 

(MVP) based on innovative solutions/ processes / products/ services/business models in agriculture and 

allied sector. The amount of Rs. 25 lakh is the upper limit of the seed fund assistance. The applicant 

incubatees would be provided funds as per their genuine requirements and as per appraisal/evaluation of 

their business plans by the RC and the decision of the RC in this regard will be final. The RC will not be 

bound to give any reason in case an application for seed loan is rejected. This support will assist the 

incubatees to launch their products/ services/ business platforms etc. into the market and help them to 

scale up their operations as well as to attain business viability at a faster pace. This support will also 

facilitate them to attract investments from angel/venture capitalists or taking loans from commercial 

banks /financial institutions for further scaling-up of their business operations. 

 

1.1 Highlights 

• Financial assistance of maximum up to ₹ 25 lakhs to potential startups that have a Minimum Viable 

Product (MVP) based on innovative solutions / processes / products / services / business model in 

agriculture & allied sectors. 

• Screening of MVPs on the basis of their relevance to scalable business. 

• This support will assist the incubatees to launch their products / services / business platforms etc. into 

the market and help them to attain business viability at a faster pace. 

• Mandatory two months training to provide skills for translating MVP to marketable stage and scale up 

the product and business.   

• Based on consistent performance evaluated by Him Palam R-ABI Incubation Committee, selected 

incubatees will be eligible for seed funding. 

• Program implementation strictly as per the guidelines issued by the MOA and FW. 

 

2. Him-Aarambh programme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The programme comprises of Agri-preneurship Orientation Programme (AOP) and Pre-seed 

funding stage. Agri-preneurship orientation programme is aimed at providing an opportunity to students/ 

youth to work on their innovative ideas by imparting two months training cum hands on internship with 

other startups at the respective R-ABI. Guided by experienced and innovative startups, they will be able 



 

to understand business concepts/nuances, strategy and practical insights of specific industries or markets, 

challenges and strategies to resolve them. After successful completion of the two months orientation 

programme, the R-ABI will facilitate incorporation of entities for all viable business ideas by the above-

mentioned interns. Start-ups are trained in various aspects of the product and business development. After 

that, these startups will be eligible for Idea/Pre-Seed Stage Funding. Under this, subsistence grant of a 

maximum of Rs. 5 lakhs will be provided to interns who have successfully completed the initial two 

months of agri-preneurship orientation programme and are aspiring to convert their innovative idea based 

on technology, service, business platforms etc. into a prototype/ product. Startups supported for idea/pre-

seed stage funding will be eligible for obtaining next stage of Seed Stage Funding after evaluation. 

 

2.2 Highlights 

• Opportunity to students/ youth to work on their innovative ideas on technological solutions/ processes/ 

products/ services/ business platforms etc. in agriculture and allied activities. 

• Screening of ideas on the basis of their potential for scalable business models. 

• Two months Agri-Entrepreneurship Orientation Program. 

• Selected interns eligible to apply for Idea/ Pre-Seed Stage funding of grant in aid up to ₹ 5 lakhs per 

startup for converting his/ her innovative idea into prototype/product as future agri startup. 

• Final selection of interns by R-ABI Incubation Committee. 

• Program implementation strictly as per the guidelines issued by the MOA and FW. 

 

Launch/Start/End date of the startup programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selection of startups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme 
Total 

Applications 

Candidates selected after 

RIC-1 

Candidates selected 

in RIC-II for CIC 

Candidates selected 

in CIC 

2019-2020 

Him 

Aarambh 

79 15 9 6 

Him 

Utkarsh 

6 2 2 2 

2020-2021 

Him 

Aarambh 

35 15 9 5 

Him 

Utkarsh 

17 5 5 5 



 

Main activities planned under startup programs 

 

Program Activities 

Him Aarambh 1. FIRST RIC MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 17 TO 19, 2020 

2. Conduct of Agricultural Orientation Program as per RKVY RAFTAAR 

guidelines. 

3. Exposure to different startups / enterprises in agriculture and allied sectors mainly 

through experts. 

4. Mentoring services for building MVP 

5. Setting up of milestones for each startup 

6. providing incubation services to work on ideas 

7. SECOND RIC MEETING ON JANUARY 15, 2021  

8. CIC meeting on 22-02-2021 

Him Utkarsh Above-mentioned activities but with more mentoring services towards scaling up 

business. 

 

 

Content of Agripneurship Orientation-cum- Incubation programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Glimpses of Agro-preneurship Orientation-cum-Incubation programme 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

                    

 

         

 

 

               

                              

 



 

Glimpses of RIC-1  & II meetings 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glimpses of CIC Meeting 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Setting up of major start-up milestones 

• Building MVPs  for pre-seed startups with fund utilization as per the GOI guidelines. 

• Scaling up the business for seed startups with fund utilization as per the GOI guidelines. 

 

Website and social media platforms 

• Email ID: rabihimpalam@gmail.com  

• Website: (http://www.hillagric.ac.in/research/dr/Him%20Palam%20R-ABI/himpalam-r-

abi.htm)  

• Links to Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin through Public relation unit of the university 

• Also have separate accounts in: 

o Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/himpalamrkvy) 

o Twitter (https://twitter.com/HimPalamRabi) 

o Linkedin (https://www.linkedin.com/in/him-palam-rabi-87112119) 

 

 

mailto:rabihimpalam@gmail.com
http://www.hillagric.ac.in/research/dr/Him%20Palam%20R-ABI/himpalam-r-abi.htm
http://www.hillagric.ac.in/research/dr/Him%20Palam%20R-ABI/himpalam-r-abi.htm
https://www.facebook.com/himpalamrkvy
https://twitter.com/HimPalamRabi
https://www.linkedin.com/in/him-palam-rabi-87112119


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

RABI participation in Agri India Hackathon organized by Pusa Krishi, ICAR - IARI 

  

 

Hello,  

 

Agri India Hackathon, India’s largest online agriculture event is launching this 

week. With the aim to build Smart Agriculture for Self-Reliant India, Agri India 

Hackathon is an open-for-all event, inviting ideas and innovations from across India. 

This online event will also present a platform for thousands of people to participate 

in the dialogues & conversations around agriculture.  

 

Hackathon applications will be live from 31 December 2020 to 20 January 

2021 at https://innovateindia.mygov.in/agriindiahackathon/ 
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 Agri India Hackathon Winners 
  

 

 

 

Hello Vijay, 

On behalf of the entire organizing team, mentors, speakers, jury members, evaluators, 

partners and our associates, we want to extend our gratitude to you for being a part of 

the of the Agri India Hackathon community and making it the biggest ever online 

Agriculture event of India.  

  

We’re excited to present you the 24 most promising ideas and innovations that 

participated at this event. 

Please visit the following link to see the 24 winners of Agri India Hackathon as 

below:  

https://blog.mygov.in/winner-announcement-of-agri-india-hackathon/ 

All of these winners will receive a cash prize of INR 100000 (INR One lakh 

only) from the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare through PUSA Krishi, 

ICAR – IARI. Besides the cash prize, these winners will also be eligible for incubation 

support, technology validation and pre-seed & seed-stage funding of 5 Lakhs & 25 

Lakhs respectively subject to assessment by the independent RKVY network 

incubators. 

  

We’d like to extend our best wishes to all the winners, the shortlisted candidates as well 

as every applicant who contributed with their time and effort in truly achieving the 

dream of Atmanirbhar Bharat and building an agriculture ecosystem full of ideas & 

opportunities. 

Agri India Hackathon Team  

 
 

 

A brief detail of  startups selected 

 

i) Application status during 2019 -20 

• Program name (Pre-Seed Stage) = Him Aarambh launch date: 31-03-2019 

• Program Name (Seed Stage) =        Him Utkarsh launch date: 31-03-2019 

RABIs Name Total Application Received Total Incubated 

Pre-Seed Seed Stage Pre-Seed Seed Stage 

Him Palam 79 6 6 2 

Total startups 85 8 

 

 

 



 

ii)  Startup’s selection status  

 

No. of startups selected by RIC-I held 

on July 22 & 23, 2019 to undergo 2- 

month residential programme for 

 

No. of startups selected by 

RIC-II held on November 

14, 2019 for 

No. of startups selected by 

CIC held on March 04, 

2020 for 

Seed funding Pre-seed 

funding 

Seed funding Pre-seed 

funding 

Seed 

funding 

Pre-seed 

funding 

02 15 02 09 02 06 

 

 

iii) Application status during 2020 -21 

• Program name (Pre-Seed Stage) = Him Aarambh Launch Date: 30-03-2020 

• Program Name (Seed Stage) =        Him Utkarsh Launch Date: 30-03-2020 

RABIs Name Total Application Rcvd Total Incubated 

Pre-Seed Seed Stage Pre-Seed Seed Stage 

Him Palam 35 17 5 5 

Total startups 52 10 

 

iv) Startup’s selection status  

 

No. of startups selected by RIC-I held 

on September 17 -19, 2020 to undergo 

2- month residential programme for 

 

No. of startups selected by 

RIC-II held on January 15, 

2021 for 

No. of startups selected by 

CIC held on February 22, 

2021 for 

Seed funding Pre-seed 

funding 

Seed funding Pre-seed 

funding 

Seed 

funding 

Pre-seed 

funding 

05 15 05 09 05 05 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Note: First Instalment of funds for release to the selected startups received from the funding agency 

 

Technology brief of Startups selected during 2020-21 

 

S. 

No  

Startup Name / Title of the 

project  

Founder's name Focus Area 

Him Utkarsh (Seed Stage Funding) 

1 Back to Basics Naturally LLP Rahul Saxena Food Processing 

 Tech Brief: LIFEST brand cookies, malt drinks, and laddus are junk-free, gluten-free, vegan, and 

made from super-foods like millets, amaranth, barley, buckwheat, and many more. These slow 

processed foods offer a unique combination of bio-active nutrition and great taste for the 

discerning health-conscious customer. 

2 Hanol HydroAgri LLP Saurabh Rathore Agriculture 

 Tech Brief: Hanol HydroAgri LLP is working on growing exotic vegetables using Hydroponic 

technology to cater to various hotels and households. The vegetables are residue-free hence 

healthy and fresh. These are harvested and shipped immediately for fresh consumption. 

3 Him Aquafarmers LLP Karun Kumar Fishery 

 Tech Brief: Him Aquafarmers LLP makes modified artificial fish tanks that take less land for the 

setup. These fish tanks have the provision to maintain the temperature of tank water in hilly 

regions in winters and obstruct wild animals, birds, reptiles entering the ponds for preying on fish 

and fingerlings. 

4 Snehlata Milk Products LLP Snehlata Sharma Dairying 

 
Tech Brief: Snehlata Milk Products LLP promotes milk collection system in rural Himachal by 

collecting fresh milk from local farmers, chilling it to 4 degrees, packaging, and then distributing 

it. 

Selecte  startups  uring        

S  ame ofStartups  ame of Foun er Focus Area Technology  ame

Amount

sanctione 

  a hs)

 im  t arsh

1
Back to Basics

 aturals

Rahul Saxena Food Processing Supply of  uality food products with

innovative processes.

1 

2
Hanol HydroAgri Saurabh Rathore Agriculture Supplying  uality vegetables throughout

the year through hydroponic farming.

24

 A ua farmers Karun Kumar Fishery Modifiedbioflock fish farming. 20

4
Sneh Milk

Products

Snehlata Sharma  airying  evelopment of milk collecting system and

milk products.

12

5
Roots Mano  Kashyap Farm Retailing Collection and delivery of cow milk in

glass bottles at doorstep.

11.5

 im Aaram h

1 King s Organics Pyare  al Food processing Processing of vegetable and mango pickles. 5

2
Bhuutu sCraft Phalguni Sood Farm retailing Amalgamation of GI and High Value Crops

and GI and Traditional Crafts.

5

 
Him  uail San eevan Kumar Animal

husbandry

 uail farming and selling its meat and egg

of high nutrition and  ero cholesterol.

5

4
AgriMenu  inesh Kumar Agri input tools

& technologies

 eveloping mobile application focused on

apple farming and management.

5

5
HimGrow Arpit Rana Farm

Mechani ation

Growing nutritious Oyster Mushroom

throughout the year.

5

Total      



 

5 Greenwhite Farm Foods LLP Manoj Kashyap Farm Retailing 

 Tech Brief: Greenwhite Farm Foods LLP provides natural, fresh, unadulterated milk to urban 

households packed in glass bottles, delivered at the doorstep within 18 hours of milking. 

Him Aarambh (Pre-seed Stage Funding) 

1.  Kings Organics Pyare Lal Food processing 

 Tech Brief: Kings organics provides homemade pickles of organically grown underutilized 

vegetables using traditional recipes without artificial preservatives and adulteration. 

2.  Bhuutu’s Crafts Phalguni Sood Farm retailing 

 Tech Brief: Bhuutu’s Crafts provides tourism boosting eco-friendly souvenirs in form of 

packaging for GI tagged/high-value crops and GI tagged and local crafts that are either on the 

verge of extinction or not available for sale in the market. 

3.  Him Quail Sanjeevan Kumar Animal husbandry 

 Tech Brief: Him Quail diversifies the nonvegetarian customers from meat and chicken by 

providing an alternate option that is Quail, which has low cholesterol and more nutritious values. 

Quail farming is low input and high output based  idea with early income (3 months)  for educated 

unemployed youth. 

4.  AgriMenu Farming Technology 

Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

Dinesh Kumar Agri-input tools & 

technologies 

 Tech Brief: AgriMenu will act as one point of contact and cater to all kinds & types of apple 

farming management related requirements which not only makes apple farming effortless but also 

helps in increasing productivity per acre along with enhancing the overall quality of the produce 

which leads towards better ROI and motivates existing & new generation of farmers towards 

apple farming. 

5.  Himgrow Mushrooms LLP Arpit Rana Farm Mechanization 

 Tech Brief: Himgrow Mushrooms LLP is introducing a new kind of technology (Steam 

Pasteurizer) which can be easily adapted by small and marginal mushroom growers. The machine 

can pasteurize dry substrate (Paddy/Wheat Straw) and can be customized as per the requirements 

of urban and rural mushrooms grower. 

 

 

Status of startups selecte   uring        

S  ameof Startups
 ameof Foun er

Technology ame

Amount

sanctione 

  a hs)

Amount

release in

first

instalment

Amount to  e

Release in

secon 

instalment

 im t arsh

1

Hagri Innovations Pvt.

 td.

Mr. Anirudh Thakur Apple Grading and sorting

Machine

1  .4  .4

2
Usas  atural and Herbal

Products Pvt.  td.

Mr. Udhey Singh Value added tea and coffee

products

1  .  . 

 imAaram h

1

K.VCosmetics Ms. KhushbuVerma Cosmetics Industry Skin &

Hair Care Products

 1. 1.2

2

 len Farms   P Mr.  ovleet Rana High value mushroom

production from farm wastes

5  2

 

Healthivore Ms. Poo aThakur Online niche marketing for

organic producers

 1. 1.2

4
T CHIBABA Mr. Puneet Thakur online platform for  uick links

between farmers and customers

5  2

5
Balh Valley Agritech Pvt

 td

Mr. Saurabh Saini Online farm advisory and agri

input services

5  2

 Surya A2 Milk Mr. Pardeep Kumar A2 milk dairy 2 1.2 0. 

Total
          



 

Note: UCs and Recommendation of RIC for the release of 2nd instalment of funds to startups 

submitted to the funding agency 

 

Deliverables and Outcome 
As per Clause 4.6 of GOI guidelines, the R-ABI should generate the following minimum 

deliverables within the project period i.e. up to March 2022 to achieve the project objectives:  

 

 

 

Financial status (Lakhs) 
 

Unspent Non-recurring amount = 0.01135 

  Unspent Recurring amount  = 27.92488 

Startup funds received for release =  50.4 

Total     = 78.33623 

Sr. 
No. 

Deliverable & Outcome Status (Number) 

  2019-20 2020-21 

1 10-15 Agribusinesses incubated in    agriculture 

& allied sectors 

11 10  

2 Each R-ABI to help entrepreneurs to get 

access/license to 2-3 technologies. 

2 seed startups 

have license 

5 seed startups have 

license 

3 25- 30 Agripreneurs for training cum internship 

for the two-month period 

17   15  


