
WHOpointstowardsadifferentpandemic...

On 21July2021,theNationalIHRfocalpointofIndianotifiedWHOofonehumancase

ofavianInfluenzaA(H5N1)from Haryanastate,northernIndia.Thisisthefirstreported

caseofhumaninfectionofinfluenzaA(H5N1)virusinIndia.

Thedeathofan11-year-oldboyfromHaryanaatDelhi’sAllIndiaInstituteofMedical

Sciences duetoAvianinfluenza— thefirstsuchfatalityinthecountry— stressedthe

needtorespondto zoonoticdiseasesinatimelymanner. 

Severalinstancesofbirdfluhadbeenreportedthatyear:morethan2,000birdsdiedat

PongLakeinHimachalPradesh.Thediseasehasbeenfoundin bar-headedgeese,black

andbrownheadedgullsandtheEurasiantealamongmigratorybirds.

Thiszoonoticdiseaseisgenerallyfoundinwildbirds.Waterfowlsuchasducksandgeese

areaffectedbutdonotshowanysymptoms.Migratorybirdstooarereservoirsofthe

virus.Thesebirdsputfarmedpoultryaswellthepeoplewhohandlethematrisk. Sinceno

otherhumaninfectionswererecorded,humantohumantransmissionisunlikely.

TheDepartmentofAnimalHusbandryandDairyingreleasedtherevisedactionplanfor

Prevention,ControlandContainmentofAvianInfluenzain2021.

Indiadevelopedsystemsforsurveillancesinceitsfirstoutbreakin2006,whenbirdswere

reporteddeadinthevillageofNavapurinMaharashtra’sNandurbardistrict.Thiswas

causedbytheH5N1strain.

IntegratedDiseaseSurveillanceProgrammeunderNationalCentreforDiseaseControl,

Delhi,issupposedtokeeptabsontheavianinfluenzainIndia.Allhumaninfectionscaused

byanewinfluenzasubtypearereportableundertheInternationalHealthRegulations(IHR,

2005). TheWHOhasbeenpointingtoaflupandemicforsometimenow. However,the

detectionofthiscasesdoesnotchangecurrentWHOrecommendationsonpublichealth

measuresandsurveillanceofinfluenza.
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