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Sincethelast2years,we'vebeenunderthegraspofcovid,whichhasaffectedeveryaspectof

ourlives.But,it'saknownfactthathumansareresilientandwehaveanabilitytoadaptand

overcome.Digitallearningandinteractionwasoneofthewaystoreducetheimpactthatcovid

hadonus,oureducationandourlearning.Itsoonbecamethenewnormal,andisstillbeing

followedbymanyeducationalandworkplaceinstitutions.Buttryingtounderstandconceptsand

skillsjustthroughascreenwhilebeingisolatedinyourooms...atwhatcostdoesthatcome?

Digitallearninghasgainedimmensepopularityamongststudentsandteachersalike,andisbeing

hailedas'thenewnormal'.Studentssaythatonlinelearninghasgreatperksintermsofbeing

accessible,affordableandflexible.Theylearninanenvironmentthatsuitsthemthemost,is

comfortabletothemandthey'reinchargeoftheirstudyspace.Youcanlearnatourownpace.

Evenifyou'rebusyatthetimeofthelecture,youcansimplypress'record'andlistentothemlater,

asperyourconvenience.Onlinelearningalsoboostsselfesteem,ifsomeoneisanintrovertand

cannotaskquestionsdirectlyduringthelecture,they'refreetoclarifytheirdoubtslaterina

privatechatwiththeinstructor.Onlinelearningisagreattool,forsomeonewhoknowshowtouse

itwisely.

Thatbeingsaid,digitallearningalsohasitsfairshareofdrawbacks,justlikeanyotherformof

learning.Ibelievethatthemajordrawbackisthatitishighlydependentuponthestudent'sself

disciplineandresponsibility,which,truthbetold,islackinginmanyofus.Thereisahuge

possibilityofdistractionsfromsocialmediaandmanyofusalsofinditdifficulttositthrough

multiplelonglecturesadayjuststaringatascreen.Itdoesn'tneedtobementionedthatonline

learningisaprivilegeinitself,becauseevenaftertheadventofdigitalization,somanypeoplestill

donthaveaccesstoasmartphone,letaloneastableinternetconnection.Thereisanabsenceof

facetofaceinteractionwithteachersandclassmates,whichisknowntoboostlearningefficiency.

Itisalsoveryimportanttomentionthatonlinestudyingisquiteirrelevantwhenitcomestofields

whichrequirea'handson'experience,practicalknowledgeandskills-suchasourveterinary

profession.Theoreticalportioncanbecovered,butskillsneedtobelearnedandpractisedinreal

life.

Whatsbetteryouask?Thedebatewillneverstop.Schools,collegesandothereducationaland

traininginstituteshaveadoptedonlinelearningfullyandwithnewvariantsofcovidloomingover

usyetagain,itstillmightbealongtimetillofflineclassesbecome'normal'again.Iencourage

everyone,tomakeutmostandwiseuseofonlineeducationwhileacknowledgingtheeffortsour

teachersoutintodiffusingtheirknowledgetowardsus,justthroughascreen.Ifusedjudiciously,

digitallearningcanprovetobeaverypowerfultool.


