
Persons serving as doctors to animals have existed since the earliest recorded times, and veterinary 

practice was already established as a specialty as early as 2000 BCE in Babylonia and Egypt.  

The ancient Greeks had a class of physicians who were called “horse-doctors,” and the Latin term for 

the specialty, veterinarius (“pertaining to beast of burden”), came to denote the field in modern 

times. 

Following is a brief timeline about the history of the veterinary profession in world as well in India. 

 


