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Abstract

The investigation was carried out in Kangra District of Himachal Pradesh, to assess the awareness level of respondents regarding environmental legislation and organisations. The findings revealed that none of the respondents were fully aware of the environmental protection laws. Significant correlation was found between environmental awareness, income, family type and education of the respondents. There is an urgent need to initiate more comprehensive action to create environmental awareness among the masses otherwise it will lead to degradation of environment. 

Introduction
The question of imparting legislative awareness has attained a desperate urgency worldwide. The laws made by the government alone cannot solve every problem of environmental deterioration. For this masses have to come forward to seek relief under any protection law. Biju (1997) reported that the existing provisions in legislation, specifically, awareness about environmental pollution and its control is not explicit. It would be ideal, if the Government ensures prompt services in discharging its responsibilities and make necessary arrangements for being responsive to complaints of the general public besides maintaining close liaison with other agencies like State Pollution Control Board, World Bank, World Health Organisation, etc. What is certain is the need for proper knowledge that can help people acquire basic understanding of the total environment and its associated problems. 

Keeping all these aspects in view, the present study has been planned on women respondents of Himachal Pradesh because women once mobilized can move a family, hence, play a significant role in creating environmental awareness for the protection of environment. The study has been framed with following specific objective:

· To assess the awareness level of respondents regarding environmental legislation and organisations necessary to reduce environmental deterioration.
Material and Methods

A multi-stage random sampling technique was used for achieving the objectives of present investigation. A complete list of municipal council and Nagar Panchayat was prepared. A random selection of two municipal councils and two nagar panchayats was made. Four wards each were selected at random from selected municipal councils and nagar panchayats. Finally, a sample of 120 respondents were selected for conducting the study. The data were collected by the use of structured schedule and pre- tested by interview method from the respondents. The analysis was done by using both descriptive (frequency, scoring, percentage, mean, standard error) and relational statistics that is correlation and regression.

Results and Discussion

Personal and Family Characteristics

Majority (38.3 %) of the respondents belonged to age group of 25-35 years; educated upto graduation level (31.7 %), unemployed (79.2%), had a nuclear family (52.5 %), with 5-8 members in family  (45.0%) and were having monthly income of Rs.5001 - Rs.10,000 (40.0%).  In reference to caste wise distribution of households, it was found that majority (68.3 %) belonged to Vaish followed by Brahmin (15.0 %) and about 8.3 per cent each belonged to Kshatriya and Scheduled Caste. Majority (68.3 %) of the respondent households had their own business and remaining 31.7 per cent were employed in government services (Table 1-2).

Table 1. Socio-personal characteristics of respondents
	Personal characteristics of respondents
	N = 120

	Age of respondents (years)
	

	Below 25
	08(6.7)

	25-35
	46(38.3)

	35-45
	38(31.7)

	45- and above
	28(23.3)

	Total
	120(100.0)

	Educational status of respondents
	

	Upto primary
	05(4.1)

	Middle
	37(30.8)

	High school
	20(16.7)

	Graduate
	38(31.7)

	Post graduate
	20(16.7)

	Total
	120(100.0)

	Employment status of respondents
	

	Unemployed
	95(79.2)

	Employed
	22(18.3)

	Self-employed
	03(2.5)

	Total
	120(100.0)


Note : Figures in parentheses indicate percentage of  total sample
Table 2. Family characteristics of the respondents  N=120     

	Family characteristics
	No. of respondents

	Caste
	

	Vaish
	82(68.3)

	Kshatriya
	10(8.3)

	Scheduled caste
	10(8.3)

	Brahmin
	18(15.0)

	Total
	120(100.0)

	Type of family
	

	Nuclear
	63(52.5)

	Joint
	57(47.5)

	Total
	120(100.0)

	Family size (members)
	

	Up to 4
	53(44.2)

	5-8
	54(45.0)

	More than 8
	13(10.8)

	Total
	120(100.0)

	Main family occupation
	

	Service
	38(31.7)

	Business
	82(68.3)

	Total
	120(100.0)

	Monthly income of family
	

	Upto Rs. 5,000
	29(24.2)

	Rs. 5,001-10,000
	48(40.0)

	Rs. 10,001-15,000
	07(5.8)

	More than Rs. 15,001
	36(30.0)

	Total
	120(100.0)


Note : Figures in parentheses indicate percentage of total sample

Awareness regarding organisations working to reduce environmental deterioration

Only 32.5 per cent of the respondents were aware regarding existence of any environment protection legislation.  Out of total sample, 20 per cent of the respondents were aware about State Pollution Control Board.  More than one fifth of sampled respondents were aware of an organisation known as World Health Organisation.  Only 15.8 per cent of the respondents were aware of World Bank.  Few  respondents (5.8%) were aware of Himachal Nature and Environment Preservation Society, followed by 4.2 per cent each of the respondents having awareness regarding Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage; and People Awareness Rural and Urban Awakening Society (PARAS).  Findings by Gautam (2001) depicted that with growing environment consciousness throughout the globe and consumer's persistent demand for eco-friendly products, organizations of all kinds are increasingly concerned in achieving measures to foster environmental protection (Table 3).

Table 3. Distribution of respondents according to the awareness regarding  legislation and organisations                     

                                                                    N = 120                                                                                                

	Organisation
	Yes


	No



	State Pollution Control Board
	24(20.0)
	96(80.0)

	People Awareness Rural & Urban

Awakening Society


	5(4.2)
	115(95.8)

	Indian National Trust for Art &

Culture Heritage
	5(4.2)
	115(95.8)

	Himachal Nature &

Environment

Preservation Society
	7(5.8)
	113(94.2)

	World Bank
	19(15.8)
	101(84.2)

	World Health Organisation
	27(22.5)
	93(77.5)


Note : Figures in parentheses indicate percentage of total sample

Source of information about legislation and organizations

The main source of information for the respondents (28.3% each) was print media, both for legislation and organisations.  Further, 15.8 per cent of the respondents preferred electronic media for both legislation as well as organisations. In case of legislation, 8.3 per cent of respondents received information from friends and neighbourers. The findings of the study reported that negligible percentage of the respondents gave no specific source of information regarding legislation and organisations (Table 4). The reason may be that the respondents were least bothered about the various organisations working for the protection of environment. 

Table 4. Distribution  of  respondents according  

to source  of  information  about environment 

protection legislation and organisation
	Source
	Legislation
	Organisation

	Friends and 

neighbours
	10(8.3)
	5(4.2)

	Print media
	34(28.3)
	34(28.3)

	Electronic media
	19(15.8)
	19(15.8)

	No specific source
	5(4.2)
	3(2.5)


Note : Figures in parentheses indicate percentage of total sample

Multiple response

Pati (1999) opined that a judicial mix of all major types of communication media i.e traditional, print and electronic if effectively administered, the pace of development is bound to accelerate. Another reason for this may be attributed due to the lack of information and interest regarding environment protection legislation and organisations.  Biju (1997) analysed that unless environmental awareness is created among the public, the effort of the government and organisations cannot achieve the desired results.

Awareness regarding environment protection acts

Majority (79.2%) of respondents were not aware about ‘The Motor Vehicle Act', 1988.  About 27 per cent of the respondents were partially aware of `The Wildlife Act', 1972.  It  was also noticed that 29.2 per cent of the respondents were partially aware of `The Forest Act', 1974.  

Only 6.7 per cent of the respondents were partially aware of `The Environmental Protection Act’, 1986. None of the respondents were fully aware of the environmental protection laws.  Joshi (1997) reported that mere legislation can never be a 

solution  unless  it  is  enforced  strictly (Table 5).

Table 5. Distribution of respondents according to the awareness redarding environmental protection acts 

Acts                                               Partially            Not at
                                    (N=120)            all

                                                                          (N=120)                      

The Motor Vehicle Act. 1988       25(20.8)       95(79.2)

The Wild Life Act, 1972               32(26.7)       88(73.3)

The Forest Act, 1974                    35(29.2)       85(70.8)

The Environmental Protection      8(6.7)          112(93.3)   

Act, 1986                                       

Note : Figures in parentheses indicate percentage of total sample

Hypotheses framed

There exists a relationship between the extent of environmental awareness,  respondent  education , family type and income of the family.


The relationship among various variables such as education, family type and income of the family with environmental awareness was studied through correlation matrix for different categories of respondents. 

The results presented in Table 6 showed that the environmental awareness of respondents was significantly correlated with education, income and type of family.   Education had a direct relation with the level of environmental awareness or in other words, higher is the education, respondents level of awareness is also high. Sangwan (1987) observed in a study that educated respondents were more aware about sanitary habits/ environmental sanitation. Hence family type was significantly correlated with environmental awareness. Majority of respondents had nuclear families, so better were the methods used for environmental sanitation. A negative correlation existed between income of family and environmental awareness of respondents.

Table 6. Results of correlation matrix showing 

association between environmental awareness 

and education of the respondents

VARIABLE        Education     Family type   Income


Environmental

Awareness            0.3417*        0.2082*        0.3146*

*Significant at 5% level

Conclusion

Women respond eagerly to environment protection legislation and acts. They can be made aware about the prevalence of various Acts of Environment Protection, enforced by the Government, the purpose for which they have been formulated/enacted, what measures can be taken for their implementation by the Government, what role the Himachali women can play in the implementation and enforcement of the Acts and what punishment/penalty is given to the defaulters violating the rules.  Moreover, women can be made aware through various media about their rights and responsibilities regarding general environmental issues, so that they can play their role in environmental activism, effectively.

Recommendation

Mass media needs to play an effective role in awakening and imparting information regarding environmental organisations working for the protection of environment.
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