
‘*Profoundcries*’

Fearnot,stepaside,fivefeetapart,

Lookout,standatpoise,

Closeyoureyes,openyourheart,

Foronce,cease,makenonoise.

Yourhomeisyourcagesofree,

Thebusylaneharboursnocar,

Theleavesalldry,fallontheroad,

Thetreeisgreen,tillitsblea,

Iseetwodogs,wanderingatfar,

Waggingtheirtailsasifbored.

Theworldisstill,lockeddown,

Noonestepstowardsthedoor,

Motherwrapsherprettiestgown,

Shovesitinwardrobe’score.

Inowgazeatmyfather’sface,

Hehasgotbrowneyes,isee,

Neverdidibothertopauseandlook,



Istop,inscrutiny,nottorace,

Hisfingersnowtremble,ifeel,

Shallow,am I,asabrook?

Allihear,isaprofoundsilence,

Whilenaturebloomsonman’stears,

Isthisthateverspokenapocalypse?

Thatmaniswrappedupinhisfears.

Thetwotogs,italkedabout,remember,

Havejustcrossedbythelane,

Asfreeasabird,theymustfeel,

Perhaps,thisisourlife’sNovember,

Aboonforearth,whileaman’sbane,

Stop,stepaside,Earthhastoheal.

Alldeadareupintheirgraves,

Nolongerflowersareofferedtothem,

Theirwidowshavetheirheadsshaved,

Shrieksareburiedindeepestrealms.

Humanperishes,andsomustI,



Gatherthestrengthforonce,

Thesunstillshinesinthelockdown,

Hehashisways,breathebeforeyoudie,

Godeepinsideyourself,youhavemonths,

Whiletheearthrejuvenatesitscrown.

Thesethoughtsrushandleavemesoon,

Whileilookatmyselfsearchingforme,

Allthisisascoldasawinter’smoon,

Andshallbeembeddedinmymemory.

Yearslater,whenworldshallfallatitsplace,

I’dgreetmyfriends,myneighboursandkins,

Laughheartilyandcrywithallmystrength,

Forthesearethedays,ishallembrace,

Myflaws,myfollies,imperfectionsandsins,

Fearnot,stepaside,givewaytotheDeath.
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