
A Success story of Baldhuak Village                                                                         

Baldhuak village is located in Post Office Baldhuak Teh. and Distt. 

Hamirpur situated at an elevation of 540 m above mean sea level.This village is 

about 12 km away from Hamirpur city. This village has a population of   about 

1500 farmers with total cultivated area of about 150 ha. Farmers are mainly 

cultivating cereals whereas some of the farmers are also growing vegetables. The 

farmers of this village were suffering from the ill effects of conventional farming 

like low productivity of crops, more disease and insect pest incidences, inability of 

pulses to grow, low productivity of grass, poor health of the animals, soil pollution 

and ultimately a less interest for the farming. In the village, most of the farmers 

have joined farming after their retirement. Being educative, they were very critic in 

their nature and were ready to adopt new technology.  

These farmers interacted with the Agriculture Development Officer of their 

area who had undergone Organic Farming Training in the university in 2007. He 

initially motivated farmers to visit the university and interact with the scientists of 

the Organic Farm and to see the results of this practice themselves. Farmers 

showed a keen interest in organic farming and immediately a group of farmers 

visited model organic farm at Palampur in October,2007 at their own cost. Seeing 

believes. They were highly impressed with the different activities under taken in 

the organic farm and convinced with the performance of various organic practices 

in the organic farm at Palampur. Then this group of farmers met the Vice- 

Chancellor and  requested him  for further help and guidance in the field of organic 

farming. These farmers along with other farmers took part in different interaction 

meetings with the scientists and other project staff regarding the procedure and 

methods for adoption of organic farming in their areas and cleared their different 



doubts and myths regarding organic farming. There after the organic activities 

were taken in the village in a big way.  

The village was adopted under ICAR organic farming project in Nov.2007 

when Homa was performed in the village and different interaction meetings were 

organised regarding the importance and benefits of organic farming. In the mean 

time, the farmers organised meetings in the village and took first initiative by 

completely stopping the use of chemicals in the village. For this, first of all they 

requested the Secretary of the cooperative society to not bring the supply of 

fertilizers to that village. This village has 7 hemlets and a peculiar feature of this 

village is that it is surrounded on all sides by small hills and has only one entry and 

exit point. So, there is no danger of any runoff or drift of synthetic chemical etc. 

from the surrounding villages or areas. One entry or exit point of the village 

ensured the check on the entry of synthetic chemicals  from outside and this was 

ensured by the society of the farmers only. 

Thereafter started the theoretical and practical training on different aspects 

of organic farming on 9
th
 Jan 2008. Trainings were imparted to the farmers in the 

village itself.  Different organic inputs – composts, liquid manures, growth 

regulators like Vermicompost, Nadep, Biodynamic compost, Cow pat pit , Matka 

Khad, Vermiwash, Compost tea and various organic bio formulations using 

indigenous plant material were prepared with the participation of the farmers at 

different sites of the village. At present, many inputs units have been established  

in different places in the village. Farmers were taught the technique of using  

farming calendar and they had already seen its results in the organic farm of the 

university. The seed of maize, soybean, wheat, gram and cowpea etc. produced 

under organic conditions in the organic farm of the university was supplied to the 

farmers for testing under their conditions. Leguminous crops were inoculated with 



the Rhizobium culture and phosphorus solubalising  bacteria (PSS) , whereas in 

others Azotobacter and  PSS were applied. Farmers appreciated the effect of  

inoculation on the growth and yield of crops.  Two need based trainings were 

organised on15.9.2008 & 20.10.2008 in the farmers village itself, one on the use of 

different bio formulations for biological control of insect and pest prevalent in that 

area and other training was on the mechanization of the farm through use of the 

power tillers or use of different mechanical tools in the preparation of land, 

intercultural operations and weed control.  

National centre for organic farming Director Dr AK Yadav and Director of 

Extension Education, CSKHPKV, Palampur visited the village and farmers made 

them aware of the results of their efforts on Organic farming like production of 

crops and quality in terms of taste and keeping quality of the different farm 

produce, less incidence of insect pest and diseases and many more beneficial 

effects by the farmers themselves. Farmers elaborated the results obtained by 

simply following the Farming Calender in their crops irrespective of the season. Dr 

Yadav was very happy and convinced with the performance of the crops grown 

organically by the farmers in their fields. In his own words, “Today, I feel myself 

convinced that Organic Farming is feasible and has a future”. He assured the 

farmers of help in the field of organic farming from NCOF in near future. After 

seeing the result and enthusiasm of the farmers, university took an initiative to 

organise a visit of one of the leading certifying agency of organic farming of India 

to the village. Mr Manoj Bhargawa Official from One Cert (Organic certifying 

agency) was convinced with the organic farm situation at the village. The farmers 

shared their experiences or observations related to various organic practices 

followed by them in their fields like moisture availability and retention in the field 

in spite of low rainfall, bumper yield of wheat, good gram crop in the areas where 



it was not grown earlier, effectiveness of different bio-pesticides like Bijamrit                                    

etc effective results of applying composts in mixture especially biodynamic 

compost, abundant yield of crops obtained by following bio dynamic farming 

calendar etc. He was interested for certification of the area once they fulfil the 

minimum conversion period  and other basic formalities needed for the purpose. 

University Scientist are regularly monitoring the farm activities of the farmers of 

the village and are guiding /helping them to achieve their targets. Farmers are also 

making periodicals visits to the Model organic farm especially before the advent of 

the new crop season to learn latest in the field and to clear their doubts. This 

organic farming practice has filled the farmers of the area with a  new hope and 

will to continue their farming profession. 

 


