
 

PECAN 
 

Botanical Name : Carya illonoensis 

Family :      Juglandaceae   

 
 

Climate : 

- It needs warm temperate climate meaning thereby that the extremes of both 

temperate and sub-tropical climates are undesirable. 

- It can be grown at an elevation of 500-1500m a.m.s.l. and does well even in high 

rainfall areas. 

- It can be cultivated in areas, which are considered somewhat lower and warmer for 

walnut. 

- An ideal pecan requires growing season of 240 to 280 days, mean temperature of 

above 26.7°C with atleast 400 hours of chilling. 

- High humidity affects adversely the growth, fruiting and regularity of bearing by 

preventing pollination, increasing the incidences of diseases, pre-mature sprouting 

of nuts in husks and delaying husks splitting . 

- Because of its long tap root system, it has better tolerance to drought conditions, 

therefore, it can be recommended for cultivation in drought prone areas. 

 

Soils: 

- It can be best grown on deep fertile, well drained sandy loam soils. 

- Poor, eroded and shallow soils are not suitable. 

- Plants are equally suitable for growing on the boundaries, road sides and ravines. 

 

Recommended cultivars : Mahan, Nellis, Western schley, Burkett. 

         

   
     



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rootstock:  Seedlings of various cultivars are used as rootstock. 

Propagation:  

- Tongue grafting:  First fortnight of March 

- Patch budding : End June 

 

Planting distance : 8-10 m. 

Pit size:   1 x 1 x 1 m  

 Pit should be dug out  and filled about one month before planting and allow to 

settle. 

 Pit should be filled first with top soil, well mixed with 30 kg well rotten FYM 

 Then the pit should be with the subsoil mixed with 10-15 kg FYM and ½kg SSP and 

10ml Chloropyrifos / 10 L water per pit 

 

Planting time : December – March.  Early planting is desirable 

- Irrigate newly planted trees to get high survival rate 

- While planting roots should be intact and spread in their natural position before 

covering with soil 

- Tree should not be planted deeper than their natural position in the nursery 

- Graft union should be 8-10” above ground level to avoid collar rot 

- Before planting, nursery plants should be dipped in copper fungicide solution 

 

Training and pruning:  

- It is trained to Central leader system. 

- The lowest branch should be kept at a height of 

1m from the ground level. 

- The branches should be spaced spirally at a 

distance of 30-35 cm from one another. 

- Once the frame work is established, very little 

pruning (restricted to remove the weak, broken 

and dead branches) is given to mature trees. 

 

Manure and fertilizers :  

- Apply 100 kg of FYM every year in the month of December to full grown pecan 

trees. 

- Apply ½kg of NPK mixture (15:15:15) per year age of tree and 8.0 kg to the full 

bearing tree (16 years and above). 

 

Central Leader 



 

Method of fertilizer application:  

- Apply FYM during early spring along with NPK mixture. 

- Pecan trees deficient in Zinc and Mg can be corrected with foliar application of Zinc 

sulphate and Manganese sulphate each @ 1.0 kg per 200 liter water. 

 

Harvesting:    
- Harvesting starts in the first week of October, 

when the shucks (shell) split to open and 

separated from nuts. 

- Shuck opening can be hastened by dipping the 

fruits in 2000 ppm Ethephon (5 ml/1 L water) 

for one minute. 

- Nuts are dried in the sun and stored in dry 

place. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yield: The average yield of full grown grafted tree varies from 20-30 Kg. 

Drying of Pecans Nuts ready for harvest 


